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1
SOLID STATE DRIVE EMERGENCY
PRE-BOOT APPLICATION PROVIDING
EXPANDED DATA RECOVERY FUNCTION

This application relates to U.S. Provisional Application
No. 61/882,869, filed Sep. 26, 2013 and U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/857,758, filed Jul. 24, 2013, each of
which are hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to solid-state drive controllers gener-
ally and, more particularly, to a method and/or apparatus for
implementing a solid state drive emergency pre-boot appli-
cation providing an expanded data recovery function.

BACKGROUND

Solid-State storage controllers employ a Flash Translation
Layer (FTL) to map a Logical Block Address (address loca-
tion on the storage device presented to the host) to the physi-
cal location on the non-volatile memory (NVM) managed by
the controller where the data resides. When an event occurs
that causes some portion of the FTL to be lost or damaged, or
the FTL becomes inconsistent due to a power failure, unsafe
shutdown, or programming bug, the FTL is taken through a
recovery process to restore the FTL back to a consistent state.
The recovery process is bounded by space, time and resources
available to firmware running on the controller. In the event
that some portion of the FTL cannot be recovered due to some
combination of data loss and/or any one of the aforemen-
tioned parameters being exceeded, time being related to the
expectation of the user or host system accessing the storage
controller, the controller, the host system or the user may
declare the storage device inoperable.

It would be desirable to have a solid state drive emergency
pre-boot application providing an expanded data recovery
function for the storage controller.

SUMMARY

The invention concerns an apparatus including a non-vola-
tile memory and a controller. The non-volatile memory
includes a user area and a non-user area. The user area is
generally enabled to store and retrieve data in a logical block
address space of a host. The non-user area stores a failure-
specific recovery routine. The controller may be communica-
tively coupled to the non-volatile memory. The controller is
generally enabled, when operationally coupled to the host, (i)
to respond to host commands to read and to write data into the
user area of the non-volatile memory and (ii) upon detection
of'a predefined failure of a controller boot process, to respond
to host read requests by returning the failure-specific recovery
routine stored in the non-user area of the non-volatile
memory.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

Embodiments of the invention will be apparent from the
following detailed description and the appended claims and
drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a solid state drive/disk
(SSD)/non-volatile memory (NVM) system in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a SSD/
NVM system including a controller implementing a system
recovery function in accordance with embodiments of the
invention;
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FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating user and non-user areas of
a SSD/NVM system in accordance with an embodiment of
the invention;

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a root file system;

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example embodiment of
a system including an instance of an SSD/non-volatile
memory controller in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating a boot process in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 7 is a is a flow diagram illustrating an emergency
pre-boot application (EPBA) boot sequence in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the invention include providing a solid
state drive/disk (SSD) emergency pre-boot application
(EPBA) that may (i) provide an expanded system and/or data
recovery function, (ii) be stored in a non-user (e.g., root) area
instead of in a user area associated with a logical block
address (LBA) space of a host, (iii) be used for drive diag-
nostics, (iv) be used to initiate a self recovery procedure, (v)
be used to provide instructions to a user, and/or (vi) allow
recovery of user data and transmission of the user data to the
host for storage in a different storage device.

Embodiments of the invention may be implemented in
numerous ways, including as a process, an article of manu-
facture, an apparatus, a system, a composition of matter, and
a computer readable medium such as a computer readable
storage medium (e.g. media in an optical and/or magnetic
mass storage device such as a disk, or an integrated circuit
having non-volatile storage such as flash storage) and/or a
computer network where program instructions are sent over
optical or electronic communication links.

In some embodiments, a method and/or apparatus is pro-
vided for recovering a flash translation layer (FTL) on a
solid-state storage device (SSD). The method includes receiv-
ing aread command from the host to read a master boot record
(MBR), determining the FTL requires recovery, responding
to the host read command by returning a master boot record
containing a bootstrap program that will load an emergency
pre-boot application from the storage device, the host trans-
ferring execution control to the bootstrap program, the boot-
strap program sending a series of one or more commands
from the host to the solid-state storage device to load the
emergency pre-boot application.

Referring to FIG. 1, a diagram is shown illustrating a solid
state drive/disk (SSD)/non-volatile memory (NVM) system
100 in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. In
various embodiments, the SSD/NVM system 100 comprises
a block 101 and a block 103. The block 101 comprises a
controller implementing an expanded data recovery function
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. The
block 103 comprises a non-volatile memory (NVM) media
having a user data storage area and a non-user data storage
area. The non-user data storage area stores one or more emer-
gency pre-boot application (EPBA) images in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention. In various embodi-
ments, the system 100 can be communicatively coupled to a
host 105. When communicatively coupled to a host 105, the
system 100 may appear as one or more storage devices.
Through the EPBA, the system 100 may use computing
resources of the host 105 to perform diagnostic and/or data
recovery functions, and may provide enhanced communica-
tions with a user regarding system failures and/or failure
recovery options.
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The controller 101 may be configured to control one or
more individual non-volatile memory lanes. In some embodi-
ments, the controller 101 may implement multiple memory
lane controller instances to control a plurality of non-volatile
memory lanes. The controller 101 has a non-volatile memory
interface 102 configured to couple the controller 101 to the
non-volatile memory media 103. The non-volatile memory
media 103 may comprises one or more non-volatile memory
devices 107. The non-volatile memory devices 107 have, in
some embodiments, one or more non-volatile memory die
109. Accordingto a type of a particular one of the non-volatile
memory devices 107, a plurality of non-volatile memory die
109 in the particular non-volatile memory device 107 are
optionally and/or selectively accessible in parallel. The non-
volatile memory devices 107 are generally representative of
one type of storage device enabled to communicatively
couple to controller 101. However, in various embodiments,
any type of storage device is usable, such as SL.C (single level
cell) NAND flash memory, ML.C (multi-level cell) NAND
flash memory, TLC (triple level cell) NAND flash memory,
NOR flash memory, read-only memory (ROM), static ran-
dom access memory (SRAM), dynamic random access
memory (DRAM), magneto-resistive random-access
memory (MRAM), ferromagnetic memory (e.g., FeRAM,
F-RAM FRAM, etc.), phase-change memory (e.g., PRAM,
PCRAM, etc.), racetrack memory (or domain-wall memory
(DWM)), resistive random-access memory (RRAM or
ReRAM), or any other type of memory device or storage
medium.

In some embodiments, the controller 101 and the non-
volatile memory media 103 are implemented on separate
integrated circuits. When the controller 101 and the non-
volatile memory media 103 are implemented as separate inte-
grated circuits (or devices), the non-volatile memory inter-
face of the controller 101 is generally enabled to manage a
plurality of data input/output (I/O) pins and a plurality of
control I/O pins. The data 1/O pins and the control I/O pins
may be configured to connect the device containing the con-
troller 101 to the external device(s) forming the non-volatile
memory media 103. In various embodiments, the controller
101 is implemented as an embedded controller. In various
embodiments, the controller 101 and the NVM media 103
implement a solid-state drive/disk (SSD).

The controller 101 also has a command (or host) interface
104 configured to receive commands and send responses to
the host 105. In embodiments implementing a plurality of
non-volatile memory lanes, the controller 101 also includes
multiplexing circuitry coupling the multiple instances of
memory lane controllers to one or more embedded processors
providing scheduling and/or data management of the plural-
ity of non-volatile memory devices 107. In some embodi-
ments, the controller 101 comprises data buffering and direct
memory access (DMA) engines to store data or other infor-
mation and to move the data or other information between the
host 105 and the NVM media 103 using one or more memory
lane controllers within the controller 101.

When a non-volatile memory read operation is performed
(e.g., in response to a request originating either externally
from the host 105 or internally from the controller 101) raw
data is retrieved from the NVM media 103. To ensure the data
returned is correct, the controller 101 may correct the raw data
read from the NVM media 103 to a buffer 106 using an error
correcting code (ECC). Various ECC codes can be used, such
as BCH (Bose Chaudhuri Hocquenghem) codes, LDPC (low-
density parity-check) code, turbo codes, polar codes, and
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convolutional codes. The ECC may operate on the granularity
of a codeword (of fixed or variable size), referred to as an
e-page.

Under normal conditions, the controller 101 can correct
errors in the raw e-page using on-the-fly (or dynamic) decod-
ing and return the corrected e-page (and/or other requested
data, such as statistics) immediately (e.g., via the buffer 108).
In such cases, the read operation for the particular e-page is
considered complete. The controller 101 can perform various
retry tasks when on-the-fly read decoding fails. Examples of
the retry tasks are: additional reads with the same or different
reference voltage (Vref), ECC re-decoding of different
decoder inputs and/or parameters, digital signal processing
techniques, higher-level redundancy functions using a redun-
dancy code such as a RAID-like code, etc. In addition to the
retry tasks, the controller 101 can perform a variety of back-
ground tasks to determine the cause of a read failure.

A flash translation layer (FTL) or map 108 is implemented
in the controller 101 to manage data in the non-volatile (e.g.,
flash) memory media 103. At power up and reset the map 108
needs to be restored (e.g., from mapping data stored in the
user area of the NVM media 103) in order for the controller
101 to associate physical locations of entries in the NVM
media 103 with a logical block address space of the host 105.
If a failure occurs in restoring the map 108, the controller 101
may perform a number of system recovery procedures 110.
Operations of the controller 101 are generally implemented
using one or more processors 112. However, the resources of
the system 100 are generally limited in comparison with the
resources available in the host 105. The system recovery
procedures 110 generally comprise self-recovery routines
that utilize the resources of the system 100 and failure-spe-
cific recovery routines (e.g., the EPBA images) that can lever-
age the computing power and resources of the host 105 in
recovering from failure conditions of the system 100.

Referring to FIG. 2, a diagram is shown illustrating an
embodiment of a SSD/NVM controller implementing a data
recovery function in accordance with embodiments of the
invention. The controller 101 may be coupled to the host 105
via one or more external interfaces 114. According to various
embodiments, the external interfaces (or protocols) 114 may
include, but are not limited to, one or more of: a serial
advanced technology attachment (SATA) interface; a serial
attached small computer system interface (serial SCSI or
SAS interface); a (peripheral component interconnect
express (PCle) interface; a Fibre Channel interface; an Eth-
ernet Interface (such as 10 Gigabit Ethernet); a non-standard
version of any of the preceding interfaces; a custom interface;
or any other type of interface used to interconnect storage
and/or communications and/or computing devices. For
example, in some embodiments, the controller 101 includes a
SATA interface and a PCle interface.

The controller 101 is further coupled to the NVM media
103 via one or more device interfaces 190. According to
various embodiments, the device interfaces (or protocols)
190 may include, but are not limited to, one or more of: an
asynchronous interface; a synchronous interface; a double
data rate (DDR) synchronous interface; an ONFI (open
NAND flash interface) compatible interface, such as an ONFI
2.2 compatible interface; a Toggle-mode compatible non-
volatile memory interface; a non-standard version of any of
the preceding interfaces; a custom interface; or any other type
of interface used to connect to storage devices.

According to various embodiments, the device interfaces
190 are organized as: one or more busses with one or more
non-volatile memory devices 107 per bus; one or more groups
of'busses with one or more non-volatile memory devices 107
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per bus, where busses in a group are generally accessed in
parallel; or any other organization of non-volatile memory
devices 107 coupled to device interfaces 190.

In general, the number of device interfaces 190 imple-
mented may be varied between embodiments. In various
embodiments, the device interfaces 190 are implemented as
flash channels (or flash lanes), each of which has one or more
flash devices 107, each of which has one or more flash die
109. For example, in some embodiments, each flash device
107 is configured as a single package with 2 channels and
with 2N flash die 109, having N die on one channel, and N die
on another channel. The package supports more than one
channel to have more bandwidth. In various embodiments,
board-level constraints may dictate a particular configuration,
though factors like delivered bandwidth and capacity may
come into play, too. For example, a non-volatile memory
device 107 having four channels in one package (e.g., that
might have four or 8 die—either 1 or 2 per channel) may be
implemented in order to increase bandwidth (e.g., more chan-
nels) without increasing board real estate (e.g., occupying
less area than 2 packages, each of which has only 2 channels).
The device interface 190 may also be configured to couple
read only memory (ROM) devices (not shown) providing
portions of a non-user data area storing data recovery routines
in accordance with embodiments of the invention.

The controller 101 may have one or more modules, such as
ahost interface module 115, a data processing module 121, a
buffer 131, the map 108, a recycler 151, an error-correcting
code (ECC)module 161, a central processing unit (CPU) 171,
and device interface logic 191. The specific modules and
interconnections illustrated in FIG. 2 are merely representa-
tive of one embodiment, and many arrangements and inter-
connections of some or all of the modules, as well as addi-
tional modules not illustrated, may be implemented to meet
the design criteria of a particular implementation. In a first
example, in some embodiments, there are two or more host
interfaces 115 to provide dual-porting. In a second example,
in some embodiments, the data processing module 121 and/or
the ECC module 161 are combined with the buffer 131. Ina
third example, in some embodiments, the host interfaces 115
are directly coupled to the buffer 131, and the data processing
module 121 optionally and/or selectively operates on data
stored in the buffer 131. In a fourth example, in some embodi-
ments, the device interface logic 191 is directly coupled to the
buffer 131, and the ECC module 161 optionally and/or selec-
tively operates on data stored in the buffer 131.

The host interface 115 sends and receives commands and/
or data via the external interface 114, and, in some embodi-
ments, tracks progress of individual commands via a tag
tracking module 117. For example, the commands include a
read command specifying an address (such as an LBA) and an
amount of data (such as a number of LBA quanta, e.g., sec-
tors) to read; in response the controller 101 provides read
status and/or read data. For another example, the commands
include a write command specifying an address (such as an
LBA) and an amount of data (such as a number of LBA
quanta, e.g., sectors) to write; in response, the controller 101
provides write status and/or requests write data and option-
ally subsequently provides write status. In some embodi-
ments, the host interface 115 is compatible with a SATA
protocol and, using NCQ commands, is enabled to have up to
32 pending commands, each with a unique tag represented as
anumber from 0to 31. In some embodiments, the tag tracking
module 117 is enabled to associate an external tag for a
command received via the external interface 114 with an
internal tag used to track the command during processing by
the controller 101.
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According to various embodiments, one or more of: data
processing module 121 optionally and/or selectively pro-
cesses some or all data sent between the buffer 131 and the
external interfaces 114; and data processing module 121
optionally and/or selectively processes data stored in the
buffer 131. In some embodiments, the data processing mod-
ule 121 uses one or more engines 123 to perform one or more
of: encrypting; decrypting; compressing; decompressing;
formatting; reformatting; transcoding; and/or any other data
processing and/or manipulation task.

The buffer 131 stores data sent to/from the external inter-
faces 114 fronv/'to the device interfaces 190. In some embodi-
ments, the buffer 131 additionally stores system data, such as
some or all map tables and/or journal entries, used by the
controller 101 to manage the non-volatile memory devices
107. In various embodiments, the buffer 131 has one or more
of: amemory 137 used for temporary storage of data; a direct
memory access (DMA) modules 133 used to control move-
ment of data to and/or from the buffer 131; an ECC-X module
135 used to provide a higher-level error correction function;
and other data movement and/or manipulation functions. An
example of a higher-level error correction functionis a RAID-
like capability, where redundancy is at a non-volatile memory
device (e.g., multiple ones of the non-volatile memory
devices 107) level and/or a non-volatile memory die (e.g.,
non-volatile memory die 109) level instead of at a disk level.

According to various embodiments, one or more of: the
ECC module 161 optionally and/or selectively processes
some or all data sent between the buffer 131 and the device
interfaces 190; and the ECC module 161 optionally and/or
selectively processes data stored in the buffer 131. In some
embodiments, the ECC module 161 implements one or more
of: a cyclic redundancy check (CRC) code; a Hamming code;
an Reed-Solomon (RS) code; a Bose Chaudhuri Hocqueng-
hem (BCH) code; an low-density parity check (LDPC) code;
a Viterbi code; a trellis code; a hard-decision code; a soft-
decision code; an erasure-based code; any error detecting
and/or correcting code; and any combination of the preced-
ing.

The device interface logic 191 controls the non-volatile
memory devices 107 via the device interfaces 190. The device
interface logic 191 is enabled to send data to/from the non-
volatile memory devices 107 according to a protocol of the
non-volatile memory devices 107. The device interface logic
191 includes a scheduling module 193 to selectively sequence
control of the non-volatile memory devices 107 via the device
interfaces 190. For example, in some embodiments, the
scheduling module 193 is enabled to queue operations to the
non-volatile memory devices 107, and to selectively send the
operations to individual ones of the non-volatile memory
devices 107 (or the non-volatile memory die 109) as the
individual non-volatile memory devices 107 (or the non-
volatile memory die 109) are available.

The map 108 converts between data addressing used on the
external interfaces 114 and data addressing used on the device
interfaces 190, using table 143 to map external data addresses
to locations in the non-volatile memory 103. For example, in
some embodiments, the map 108 converts logical block
addresses (LBAs) used on the external interfaces 114 to block
and/or page addresses targeting one or more non-volatile
memory die 109, via mapping provided by table 143. In some
embodiments, a granularity of map 108 is fixed, such as
mapping first fixed-sized logical blocks used on the external
interfaces 114 to second fixed-sized blocks used on the device
interfaces 190. In other embodiments, a granularity of map
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108 is variable and not all blocks used on either the external
interfaces 114 or the device interfaces 190 are necessarily a
same size.

In some embodiments, table 143 associates logical page
addresses with a respective map entry, where the logical page
addresses are a portion of and/or are derived from the LBA,
and the map entry identifies a portion of the non-volatile
memory. For example, in some embodiments, the logical
page address is a higher-order portion of the LBA, and a
lower-order portion of the LBA is an offset within a logical
page specified by the logical page address.

In some embodiments, the map entry identifies the portion
of the non-volatile memory as a base address, such as a read
unit address, and a length, such as a number of read units. In
some embodiments, the read units are sequential in locations
in an address space of the non-volatile memory. In further
embodiments, the read units are striped across a plurality of
non-volatile memory die (such as non-volatile memory die
109) and/or non-volatile memory devices (such as non-vola-
tile memory devices 107).

In some embodiments, the map 108 uses a table 143 to
perform and/or to look up translations between addresses
used on the external interfaces 114 and data addressing used
on the device interfaces 190. According to various embodi-
ments, the table 143 is one or more of: a two-level map; a
multi-level map; a map cache; a compressed map; any type of
mapping from one address space to another; and any combi-
nation of the foregoing.

In some embodiments, the map 108 also stores a volatile
(notyet saved to NVM) portion of a journal 145, and is further
enabled to use some or all of the journal 145 to update the
table 143 at power-on. In various embodiments, when the
table 143 is updated, such as due to a write operation to a
particular logical block address updating an entry in the table
143 corresponding to the particular logical block address with
a new physical address in NVM corresponding to a location
of data of the write operation, an entry comprising the par-
ticular logical block address and the new physical address is
added to the journal 145. When the journal 145 reaches a
determined size, or based on other events such as receiving a
standby-immediate command, at least a portion of the journal
145 is saved to the user area of the NVM media 103. After the
at least a portion of the journal 145 is saved to NVM, the at
least a portion of the journal 145 is available to accumulate
further entries. The term “determined” is generally used to
indicate that an associated value and/or parameter is set by a
user (e.g., using an input or through configuration informa-
tion) or dynamically based on one or more operational criteria
and/or measurements.

According to various embodiments, the table 143 and/or
the journal 145 include one or more of: static random access
memory (SRAM); dynamic random access memory
(DRAM); non-volatile memory (such as flash memory);
cache memory; on-chip memory; off-chip memory; and any
combination of the foregoing. In some embodiments, the
buffer 131 contains some or all of the table 143 and/or the
journal 145. For example, buffer 131 contains a cache of a
portion of the table 143, and/or a recently-written portion of
the journal 145.

In some embodiments, the recycler module 151 performs
garbage collection. For example, in some embodiments, non-
volatile memory devices 107 contain blocks that need to be
erased before the blocks are re-writeable. The recycler mod-
ule 151 is enabled to determine which portions of the non-
volatile memory devices 107 are actively in use, such as by
scanning a map maintained by map 108, and to make unused
portions of non-volatile memory devices 107 available for
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writing by erasing them. In further embodiments, the recycler
module 151 is enabled to move data stored within the non-
volatile memory devices 107 to make larger contiguous por-
tions of the non-volatile memory devices 107 available for
writing.

The CPU 171 controls various portions of controller 101.
The CPU 171 includes a CPU core 172. The CPU core 172 is,
according to various embodiments, one or more single-core
or multi-core processors. The individual processor cores in
the CPU core 172 are, in some embodiments, multi-threaded.
The CPU core 172 includes instruction and/or data caches
and/or memories. For example, the instruction memory con-
tains instructions to enable the CPU core 172 to execute
software (sometimes called firmware) to control the control-
ler 101. In some embodiments, some or all of the firmware
executed by the CPU core 172 is stored on the non-volatile
memory devices 107.

In various embodiments, the CPU 171 further includes: a
command management module 173 to track and control com-
mands received via the external interfaces 114 while the
commands are in progress; a buffer management module 175
to control allocation and use of the buffer 131; a translation
management module 177 to control the map 108, such as
managing the table 143 and/or the journal 145; a coherency
management module 179 to control consistency of data
addressing and to avoid conflicts such as between external
data accesses and recycle data accesses; a device manage-
ment module 181 to control device interface logic 191; and
optionally other management units.

In one example, the device management module 181 may
be configured to implement a flash translation layer (FTL).
The translation management module 177 and/or the device
management module 181 may be configured to manage
execution of an emergency pre-boot application routine on
the host 105 when, for example, a failure occurs in restoring
the FTL at boot or following a reset. None, any, or all of the
management functions performed by the CPU 171 are,
according to various embodiments, controlled and/or man-
aged by hardware, by firmware, by software (such as software
executing on the CPU core 172 or on a host connected via the
external interfaces 110), or any combination thereof. The
device management module 181 may be implemented as part
of the CPU 171, or could be implemented in hardware, or
could be implemented by a combination of firmware running
on the CPU 171 and hardware.

In some embodiments, the CPU 171 is enabled to perform
other management tasks, such as one or more of: gathering
and/or reporting performance statistics; implementing self-
monitoring analysis and reporting technology (SMART);
controlling power sequencing, controlling and/or monitoring
and/or adjusting power consumption; responding to power
failures; controlling and/or monitoring and/or adjusting clock
rates; and other management tasks.

Various embodiments include a computing-host non-vola-
tile memory controller that is similar to the controller 101 and
is compatible with operation with various computing hosts,
such as via adaptation of the host interface 115 and/or the
external interface 114. The various computing hosts include
one or any combination of a computer, a workstation com-
puter, a server computer, a storage server, a personal com-
puter (PC), a laptop computer, a notebook computer, a net-
book computer, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a media
player, a media recorder, a digital camera, a cellular handset,
a cordless telephone handset, and an electronic game.

Invarious embodiments, all or any portion of the controller
101 (or a computing-host non-volatile memory controller)
are implemented on a single integrated circuit (IC), a single
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die of a multi-die IC, a plurality of dice of a multi-die IC, or
aplurality of ICs. For example, the buffer 131 is implemented
on a same die as other elements of the controller 101. For
another example, the buffer 131 is implemented on a different
die than other elements of controller 101.

Referring to FIG. 3, a diagram is shown illustrating user
and non-user areas ofa SSD/NVM system in accordance with
an embodiment of the invention. In various embodiments, the
NVM media 103 is divided (e.g., partitioned) into a user area
116 and a non-user area 118. The user area 116 is enabled to
store and retrieve data in a logical block address space of the
host 105. For example, a flash translation layer may be
employed to map host logical block addresses to physical
locations where the data is stored in the NVM media 103. The
user area 116 is enabled to store mapping data for maintaining
and restoring the FTL map 108. In some embodiments, a
portion of the user area 116 may be partitioned off, dedicated,
reserved, etc. for the FTL. The user area 116 also stores a
master boot record (MBR) 122 that is used to establish com-
munications between the SSD 100 and the host 105 (e.g., boot
or load the SSD 100 as a storage device on the host 105).

The non-user area 118 generally comprises various
embodiments of a primitive, highly reliable persistent storage
enabled to store important system information such as firm-
ware image(s) of the SSD 100. In various embodiments, the
non-user area 118 is further enabled to store an emergency
pre-boot application (EPBA) 124. The EPBA 124 generally
implements one or more failure-specific data recovery rou-
tines. The EPBA 124 generally allows the SSD 100 to lever-
age the computing power of the host 105 to provide expanded
and/or enhanced system recovery capabilities.

When the SSD 100 is operating according to a normal
operating condition (e.g., power up or reset successful and
user area 116 accessible), the MBR 122 is returned in
response to an initial read request from the host 105. When the
controller 101 detects a failure of the SSD 100 to obtain the
normal operating condition (e.g., portions of the mapping
information or meta-data that maintains the translation
become damaged, etc.), the controller 101 may first attempt a
self-recovery. Upon a failure to recover, the controller 101
returns an alternate MBR 126 (or bootstrap loader routine)
that causes the host 105 to load and execute the EPBA 124.

In general, adriveis only capable of exposing storage to the
host 105 via a standard interface. To allow the host 105 to boot
from a storage device, formatting standards have been devel-
oped to allow a basic input output system (BIOS) of the host
105 to find and load a bootstrap image from the storage
device. The EPBA 124 may present a virtual view of the SSD
100 in order to ensure communication with the host 105 is
established. The virtual view may provide an image (e.g.,
partition table) of a similar or smaller drive. In some embodi-
ments, the EPBA. 124 contains a bootstrap routine that uses
the basic input/output system (BIOS) level services of the
host 105 to load and execute recovery code, allowing the host
105 to perform the recovery process.

The virtual image stored in the non-user area 118 may
mirror the structure of the user area 116 with an exception that
the virtual image of the user area 116 appears sparsely popu-
lated. The virtual image allows communication with the SSD
100 to be established rather than a user receiving a message
like “drive not found.” The EPBA 124 generally allows a host
user to be informed that a problem has occurred and to receive
instructions on what steps can and/or should be taken, includ-
ing possibly recovering the drive through an interactive pro-
cess involving the host 105 and host user. In some embodi-
ments, the interactive process may even include attempting to
recover the structure of the data stored in the user area 116
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through a brute force technique using self-journaling data
written with user data in the user area 116.

Invarious embodiments, the EPBA 124 may make the SSD
100 partially functional in most cases. The host user at least
may be informed that SSD 100 has been corrupted, and will
be able to do some diagnostics or even start a so-called self
recovery (SR) procedure, such as described in a co-pending
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/796,264, filed Mar. 12,
2013, entitled SELF RECOVERY INA SOLID-STATE
DRIVE, which is incorporated by reference along with any
application(s) cited therein in their entirety. The particular
EPBA functionality implemented depends on the SSD ven-
dor.

In various embodiments, the SSD 100 implements a multi-
level map structure comprising a leaf level and one or more
higher levels. Each level comprises a plurality of pages, each
of which comprises a plurality of entries. A logical address,
such as a logical block address (LBA) of an input/output (I/O)
device, is looked up in the multi-level map structure to deter-
mine a corresponding one of the entries in a particular one of
the leat-level map pages. The corresponding entry of the LBA
comprises information associated with the LBA, such as a
physical location in the non-volatile memory (NVM) of the
1/0O device of data associated with the LBA. In some imple-
mentations, the corresponding entry further comprises an
indication as to whether the corresponding entry is valid or
invalid, and optionally whether the LBA has been trimmed or
has not be written at all. For example, an invalid entry is able
to encode information, such as whether the associated LBA is
trimmed, in the physical location portion of the invalid entry.

In most embodiments the map structures are too big,
change too fast, and need too frequent access to be saved in
the non-user area 118. Instead, the map structures of the map
108 may be stored in a portion of the user area 116, or separate
FTL area may be implemented in the NVM media 103. The
location of the map information itself is regularly check-
pointed. Upon boot a quite complicated recovery procedure is
performed to recover the so-called “metadata” before the
SSD 100 can become operational (e.g., can find any previ-
ously written LBA and accept new writes).

In various embodiments, a SSD boot procedure can be
divided into several distinct steps: ROM Boot, full hardware
(HW) initialization, map recovery, ensure that there are
enough reserved blocks to run normal operations, and com-
municate the operational status to the host. The ROM boot is
normally done by firmware, located in SSD read only
memory (ROM). In one example, the ROM boot step may
comprise (1) initializing part of the SSD HW necessary for a
next step (e.g., ability to perform NVM read operations will
be needed at least), (ii) find a root directory record of a root
file system in the non-user area 118 and determine all the
locations of the root file records, (iii) load the firmware image
and start executing the firmware. The step of communicating
the operational status to the host 105 and the previous steps
starting from full HW initialization are done by the firmware
loaded in the first step. After the full HW initialization, the
controller 101 is fully functional from a hardware perspective
including having the ability to communicate with the host
105. However, the SSD 100 cannot become fully operational
until the step of ensuring enough reserved blocks is com-
pleted because the SSD 100 does not know the location of
already written LBA entries and does not have enough
reserved blocks until then.

In various embodiments, if any of the boot steps fail, the
SSD 100 may be rendered non-readable, a condition typically
referred to as “bricked”. However, in most embodiments, a
probability of the first or second step failing is extremely low.
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Field experience shows that a vast majority of “bricked”
drives failed in the map recovery step or in the fourth step
(e.g., an Out Of Space—OOS—situation). In some instances,
map recovery failure can be due to media corruption or some
firmware bug. In other instances, the SSD can get into an Out
Of Space situation which will also prevent the SSD from
becoming operational.

In various embodiments, the SSD 100 is also the boot
device of the host 105. That is, after the SSD 100 becomes
operational, the host 105 reads the master boot record (MBR)
122 from some predefined LBA (e.g., normally, LBA 0). The
MBR 122 is treated as a binary code—that is, loaded into
random access memory (RAM) of the host 105 and executed.
Insome embodiments, a so-called pre boot application (PBA)
is implemented (“boot” here refers to a host boot, not the SSD
boot). The PBA is also called a “Shadow MBR” which will be
delivered to the host on an attempt to read LBA 0 if LBA 0
cannot be read (e.g., corrupted or user credentials need to be
verified before reading can be allowed). Such a PBA resides
in a special LBA range and allows a user to perform a variety
of actions—failure analysis, self-authentication, etc. How-
ever such an approach does not work if the map recovery step
could not complete, because in such a case, the SSD will not
be able to assume the definite location of any of the LBAs in
the drive is known (LBA 0 included).

In various embodiments, a special emergency PBA
(EPBA) is placed into the non-user area 118 (e.g., in an RFR
of a Root File System) during drive manufacturing. In the
case of a map recovery failure or an Out Of Space situation,
the EPBA may enable the SSD 100 to become operational
instead of bricked. The manner in which the EPBA is com-
municated to the host depends on the Host Interface protocol.
For example, host read requests will be served from the spe-
cial EPBA and the contents of the EPBA treated by the host as
the MBR to be loaded in RAM and executed.

In some embodiments, the user is provided with a short
message, for example, describing a problem and suggesting a
course of action (e.g., sending the drive for data recovery to
the vendor or another designated body). In various embodi-
ments, the user can have an option to start a Self Recovery
(SR) procedure (an example of which can be found in co-
pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/796,264, filed
Mar. 12, 2013, entitled SELF RECOVERY IN A SOLID-
STATE DRIVE, which is incorporated by reference along
with any application(s) cited therein in their entirety) and
after that an SR running status may be communicated to the
user. In further embodiments, the user can be warned that the
drive is running out of space and recommend rebooting the
host 105 (which will cause the drive to reboot as well) and
moving the data elsewhere to avoid data loss.

Referring to FIG. 4, a diagram is shown illustrating a root
file system (RFS) 200 in accordance with an embodiment of
the invention. In some embodiments, the non-user area 118 is
implemented as a so-called “root file system” (RFS) or sim-
ply “root” 200. The root 200 contains files with important
system information and SSD firmware image(s). According
to various embodiments, the RFS 200 comprises several
internal records (or files), including a root directory record
(RDR) 202 and multiple root file records (RFRs) 204-1, . . .,
204-n. The RDR 202 contains physical locations of the RFRs
204-1 through 204-» and, therefore, changes (and needs to be
rewritten) each time any of the RFRs 204-1 through 204-»
moves. In general, the RFRs 204-1 through 204-7 are modi-
fied very infrequently (e.g., when firmware image is being
updated), so there are not many copies of the RDR 202 during
the lifetime of the SSD 100. Because the RDR 202 is seldom
copied, location of the RDR 202 may be confined to a small
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number of physical blocks such as, but not limited to, Block
0 and Block 1 ofacertain NVM die 109 ora ROM die. During
boot, the SSD 100 is able to scan the few blocks and find the
latest RDR 202 (and therefore the latest location of each
RFR).

In some embodiments, the root 200 contains several copies
of'each of the RFRs 204-1, . . . , 204-# to increase reliability.
In general, the root 200 provides a very reliable albeit rather
slow type of storage that is suitable for system information
and firmware images that do not change often.

Referring to FIG. 5, a diagram of the host 105 is shown
illustrating and an example operation of a system including an
instance of the SSD/NVM system 100 of FIG. 1. As an
example embodiment of one or more SSDs coupled to a host
via various interconnection elements, a single SSD 100 is
shown coupled directly to the host 105 via the external inter-
face 114. In some embodiments, the SSD 100 (or variations
thereof) corresponds to a SAS (serial attached small com-
puter system interface, or serial SCSI) drive or a SATA (serial
advanced technology attachments, or serial ATA) drive that is
coupled to an initiator operating as the host 105.

The host 105 is enabled to execute various elements of host
software (HOST SW) 302, such as various combinations of
operating system (OS) 304, driver software 306, and applica-
tion software 308. In various embodiments, the OS 304
includes and/or is enabled to operate with drivers (illustrated
conceptually by driver 306) for interfacing with the SSD 100.
Various versions of Windows (e.g., 95, 98, ME, NT, XP, 2000,
Server, Vista, 7, 8, etc.), various versions of Linux (e.g., Red
Hat, Debian, Ubuntu, etc.), and various versions of MacOS
(e.g., 8,9, X, etc.) are examples of operating systems that may
be used to implement the OS 304. In various embodiments,
the drivers 307 are standard and/or generic drivers (some-
times termed “shrink-wrapped” or “pre-installed”) operable
with a standard interface and/or protocol such as SATA,
AHCI, or NVM Express, or are optionally customized and/or
vendor specific to enable use of commands specific to the
SSD 100.

Some drives and/or drivers have pass-through modes to
enable application-level programs, such as application 308
via Optimized NAND Access (sometimes termed ONA) or
Direct NAND Access (sometimes termed DNA) techniques,
to communicate commands directly to the SSD 100, enabling
a customized application to use commands specific to the
SSD 100 even with a generic driver. ONA techniques include
one or more of: use of non-standard modifiers (hints); use of
vendor-specific commands; communication of non-standard
statistics, such as actual NVM usage according to compress-
ibility; and other techniques. DNA techniques include one or
more of: use of nonstandard commands or vendor-specific
providing unmapped read, write, and/or erase access to the
NVM; use of non-standard or vendor-specific commands
providing more direct access to the NVM, such as by bypass-
ing formatting of data that the I/O device would otherwise do;
and other techniques. Examples of the driver 306 are a driver
without ONA or DNA support, an ONA-enabled driver, a
DNA-enabled driver, and an ONA/DNA-enabled driver. Fur-
ther examples of the driver 306 are a vendor-provided, ven-
dor-developed, and/or vendor-enhanced driver, and a client-
provided, client-developed, and/or client-enhanced driver.
Examples of the application-level programs 308 are an appli-
cation without ONA or DNA support, an ONA-enabled appli-
cation, a DNA-enabled application, and an ONA/DNA-en-
abled application.

One or more portions of the NVM MEDIA 103 are used, in
some embodiments, for firmware (FW) storage. The firmware
storage includes one or more firmware images (or portions
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thereof). A firmware image has, for example, one or more
images of firmware, executed, for example, by the CPU core
172 of the controller 101. A firmware image has, for another
example, one or more images of constants, parameter values,
and NVM device information, referenced, for example, by
the CPU core 172 during the firmware execution. The images
of firmware correspond, for example, to a current firmware
image and zero or more previous (with respect to firmware
updates) firmware images. In various embodiments, the firm-
ware provides for generic, standard, ONA, and/or DNA oper-
ating modes. In some embodiments, one or more of the firm-
ware operating modes are enabled (e.g., one or more
application program interfaces (APIs) are “unlocked”) via
keys or various software techniques, optionally communi-
cated and/or provided by a driver.

After a power on self test (POST), the BIOS of the host 105
needs to boot up the OS 304, which may be found on the SSD
100. The actual order in which the BIOS seeks a boot device
(e.g., hard drive (HDD), SSD, CD-ROM drive, USB, etc.) is
generally user configurable. If no suitable boot device is
found, the BIOS halts with a message such as “Non-System
DISK or DISK Error.” In contrast to a conventional SSD that
might present with this symptom when bricked, the emer-
gency pre-boot application (EPBA) 124 contained in the non-
user area 118 of the NVM 103 of the SSD 100 can operate
through the BIOS of the host 105 to avoid the above result.

When the BIOS ofthe host 105 is trying to boot the OS 304,
the BIOS requests a first portion of data (e.g., a 512 byte
sector) from the boot device. The first portion of data is
referred to as the master boot record (MBR) and is usually
stored at sector zero of a boot partition on the boot device. The
MBR generally contains two vital components: a small OS-
specific bootstrapping program at the start of the MBR fol-
lowed by a partition table for the storage device. The BIOS is
notaware of the contents of the MBR. The BIOS simply loads
the contents of the MBR into host memory at a predefined
location and jumps to the predefined location to start execut-
ing whatever code is in the MBR.

When the SSD 100 is operating in a normal operating
mode, the SSD 100 returns the MBR 122 from the user area
116 in response to the initial read request from the host 105.
If a failure occurred following start-up or a reset of the SSD
100, the SSD 100 returns the MBR 126 from the non-user
area 118 of the NVM 103, which allows the BIOS of the host
105 to begin loading and executing the emergency pre-boot
application 124 instead of halting and giving the message
such as “Non-System DISK or DISK Error.”

Referring to FIG. 6, a flow diagram is shown illustrating a
SSD boot process 400 in accordance with an embodiment of
the invention. The process (or method) 400 is implemented
between the host 105 and the circuits 101 and 103. The
method 400 generally comprises a step (or state) 401, a step
(or state) 403, a step (or state) 405, a step (or state) 407, a step
(or state) 409, a step (or state) 410, a step (or state) 412, a step
(or state) 414, a step (or state) 416, a step (or state) 418, a step
(or state) 420, a step (or state) 422, a step (or state) 424, a step
(or state) 426, and a step (or state) 428. The steps 401 to 428
may represent modules and/or blocks that may be imple-
mented as hardware, software, a combination of hardware
and software, or other implementations. The sequence of the
steps is shown as a representative example. Other step orders
may be implemented to meet the criteria of a particular appli-
cation.

In some embodiments, following power up or reset of the
SSD 100, a host boot, the process 400 starts in the step 401
and moves to the step 403 to recover the flash translation layer
(FTL) information for the SSD 100. In a step 405, a determi-
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nation is made whether recovery of the FTL information was
successful. If the FTL was successfully recovered, the pro-
cess 400 moves to a the step 407 for normal operation. If the
FTL recovery was not successful, the process 400 moves to a
the step 409 and enters an emergency recovery mode.

In the normal operation mode 407, the process 400 moves
to the step 410 to await the initial host read command. Upon
receipt of the initial host read command, the process 400
moves to the step 412. In the step 412, the process 400 returns
the data (e.g., a MBR) located at the physical location in the
NVM corresponding to sector 0, and moves to the step 414. In
the step 414, the host transfers execution control to the MBR
bootstrap code, and moves to the step 416. In the step 416, one
or more second stage boot loaders are retrieved from the SSD
100 by the host 105, and moves to the step 418. In the step
418, the host performs an operating system (OS) boot.

In the emergency recovery mode 409, the process 400
moves to the step 420 to await the initial host read command.
Upon receipt of the initial host read command, the process
400 moves to the step 422. In the step 422, the process 400
returns the data (e.g., an EPBA MBR) located in the non-user
data portion of the NVM corresponding to the EPBA 124, and
moves to the step 424. In the step 424, the host transfers
execution control to the MBR bootstrap code, and moves to
the step 426. In the step 426, the process 400 executes one or
more second stage boot loaders on the host 105 to retrieve the
EPBA from the SSD 100, and moves to the step 428. In the
step 428, the host performs the EPBA.

Referring to FIG. 7, a flow diagram of a process 500 is
shown illustrating an emergency pre-boot application
(EPBA) boot sequence in accordance with an embodiment of
the invention. The process (or method) 500 generally begins
in a step (or state) 502 where a reset occurs. The process 500
then moves to a step (or state) 504 where system initialization
is performed by the BIOS using hardware of the host 105 and
BIOS services 512 to load the MBR 126 of the EPBA. The
process 500 then moves to a step (or state) 506, where the
MBR 126 is executed to load additional portions of a boot-
strapping program for the EPBA (e.g., a second stage boot
loader, etc.) using the BIOS services 512. The process 500
then moves to a step (or state) 508, where the additional
portions of the bootstrapping program for the EPBA are
executed to finish loading the EPBA into the memory of the
host 105 using the BIOS services 512. The process 500 then
moves to a step (or state) 510, where the host 105 executes the
EPBA using the hardware of the host and/or the BIOS ser-
vices 512.

The functions performed by the diagrams of FIGS. 6 and 7
may be implemented using one or more of a conventional
general purpose processor, digital computer, microprocessor,
microcontroller, RISC (reduced instruction set computer)
processor, CISC (complex instruction set computer) proces-
sor, SIMD (single instruction multiple data) processor, signal
processor, central processing unit (CPU), arithmetic logic
unit (ALU), video digital signal processor (VDSP) and/or
similar computational machines, programmed according to
the teachings of'the specification, as will be apparent to those
skilled in the relevant art(s). Appropriate software, firmware,
coding, routines, instructions, opcodes, microcode, and/or
program modules may readily be prepared by skilled pro-
grammers based on the teachings of the disclosure, as will
also be apparent to those skilled in the relevant art(s). The
software is generally executed from a medium or several
media by one or more of the processors of the machine imple-
mentation.

The invention may also be implemented by the preparation
of ASICs (application specific integrated circuits), Platform
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ASICs, FPGAs (field programmable gate arrays), PLDs (pro-
grammable logic devices), CPLDs (complex programmable
logic devices), sea-of-gates, RFICs (radio frequency inte-
grated circuits), ASSPs (application specific standard prod-
ucts), one or more monolithic integrated circuits, one or more
chips or die arranged as flip-chip modules and/or multi-chip
modules or by interconnecting an appropriate network of
conventional component circuits, as is described herein,
modifications of which will be readily apparent to those
skilled in the art(s).

The invention thus may also include a computer product
which may be a storage medium or media and/or a transmis-
sion medium or media including instructions which may be
used to program a machine to perform one or more processes
or methods in accordance with the invention. Execution of
instructions contained in the computer product by the
machine, along with operations of surrounding circuitry, may
transform input data into one or more files on the storage
medium and/or one or more output signals representative of a
physical object or substance, such as an audio and/or visual
depiction. The storage medium may include, but is not limited
to, any type of disk including floppy disk, hard drive, mag-
netic disk, optical disk, CD-ROM, DVD and magneto-optical
disks and circuits such as ROMs (read-only memories),
RAMs (random access memories), EPROMs (erasable pro-
grammable ROMs), EEPROMs (electrically erasable pro-
grammable ROMs), UVPROM (ultra-violet erasable pro-
grammable ROMs), Flash memory, magnetic cards, optical
cards, and/or any type of media suitable for storing electronic
instructions.

The elements of the invention may form part or all of one or
more devices, units, components, systems, machines and/or
apparatuses. The devices may include, but are not limited to,
servers, workstations, storage array controllers, storage sys-
tems, personal computers, laptop computers, notebook com-
puters, palm computers, personal digital assistants, portable
electronic devices, battery powered devices, set-top boxes,
encoders, decoders, transcoders, compressors, decompres-
SOr's, pre-processors, post-processors, transmitters, receivers,
transceivers, cipher circuits, cellular telephones, digital cam-
eras, positioning and/or navigation systems, medical equip-
ment, heads-up displays, wireless devices, audio recording,
audio storage and/or audio playback devices, video record-
ing, video storage and/or video playback devices, game plat-
forms, peripherals and/or multi-chip modules. Those skilled
in the relevant art(s) would understand that the elements of the
invention may be implemented in other types of devices to
meet the criteria of a particular application.

The terms “may” and “generally” when used herein in
conjunction with “is(are)” and verbs are meant to communi-
cate the intention that the description is exemplary and
believed to be broad enough to encompass both the specific
examples presented in the disclosure as well as alternative
examples that could be derived based on the disclosure. The
terms “may” and “generally” as used herein should not be
construed to necessarily imply the desirability or possibility
of omitting a corresponding element.

While the invention has been particularly shown and
described with reference to embodiments thereof, it will be
understood by those skilled in the art that various changes in
form and details may be made without departing from the
scope of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a non-volatile memory comprising (i) a user area enabled

to store and retrieve data in a logical block address space
ofahostand (ii) a non-user area storing a failure-specific
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recovery routine, wherein the failure-specific recovery
routine, when executed by the host, uses one or more
resources of the host to facilitate one or more recovery
operations of the apparatus; and

a controller communicatively coupled to the non-volatile

memory, the controller enabled, when operationally
coupled to the host, to respond to host commands to read
data from and to write data into the user area of the
non-volatile memory, wherein (i) upon successful
completion of an internal controller boot process of the
apparatus, the controller responds to a read request from
the host for a block corresponding to a master boot
record by returning a block from the user area corre-
sponding to the master boot record and (ii) upon detec-
tion of a predefined failure of the internal controller boot
process of the apparatus, the controller ensures commu-
nication with the host is established by providing a vir-
tual view of the apparatus that comprises an image of a
similar or smaller drive, and responds to the read request
from the host for the block corresponding to the master
boot record by returning all or a portion of the failure-
specific recovery routine stored in the non-user area of
the non-volatile memory, enabling the host to perform a
recovery process.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the failure-
specific recovery routine, when executed by the host, utilizes
basic input/output system (BIOS) level services of the host to
load and execute recovery code that enables the host to per-
form an enhanced data recovery operation on the apparatus.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the failure-
specific recovery routine is stored in a root area of the non-
volatile memory.

4. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the root
area of the non-volatile memory is not accessible to the host
via the logical block address space.

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the non-
volatile memory and the controller are part of a solid state
drive (SSD).

6. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the failure-
specific recovery routine comprises one or more portions that
are loaded into the host according to a predefined boot pro-
cedure executed by the host.

7. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the failure-
specific recovery routine, when executed by the host, per-
forms at least one of directing a user in performing a recovery
operation on the apparatus and informing the user of options
if data recovery on the apparatus is not successful.

8. A method of recovering from a failure of an internal boot
process in a solid-state drive (SSD) comprising:

partitioning a non-volatile storage medium of the SSD into

(1) a user area enabled to store and retrieve data in a
logical block address space of a host and (ii) a non-user
area storing one or more failure-specific recovery rou-
tines, wherein the one or more failure-specific recovery
routines, when executed by the host, use one or more
resources of the host to facilitate one or more recovery
operations of the SSD;

upon successful completion of the internal boot process of

the SSD, responding to host commands to read data from
and to write data into the user area of the non-volatile
storage medium using a controller communicatively
coupled to the non-volatile storage medium, wherein the
controller responds to a read request from the host for a
block corresponding to a master boot record by return-
ing a block from the user area corresponding to the
master boot record; and
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upon detection of a predefined failure of the internal boot
process of the SSD, ensuring communication with the
host is established by using the controller coupled to the
non-volatile storage medium to provide a virtual view of
the SSD comprising an image of a similar or smaller
drive, wherein the controller responds to the host read
request for the block corresponding to the master boot
record by returning at least a portion of one of the one or
more failure-specific recovery routines stored in the
non-user area of the non-volatile storage medium,
enabling the host to perform a recovery process.

9. The method according to claim 8, further comprising:

executing the failure-specific recovery routine on the host,

wherein the failure-specific recovery routine utilizes
basic input/output system (BIOS) level services of the
host to load and execute recovery code that performs at
least one of directing a user in performing a recovery
operation on the SSD and informing the user of options
if data recovery on the SSD is not successful.

10. The method according to claim 8, wherein the step of
responding to the host read request following detection of the
predefined failure of the internal boot process of the SSD by
returning at least a portion of one of the one or more failure-
specific recovery routines stored in the non-user area of the
non-volatile storage medium further comprises:

transferring a master boot record (MBR) bootstrap code

from the non-user area to the host in response to an initial
host read request;

transferring execution control to the MBR bootstrap code

onthehost to load one or more second stage boot loaders
from the non-user area of the non-volatile storage
medium;

executing the one or more second stage boot loaders on the

host to retrieve an emergency pre-boot application
(EPBA) from the non-user area of the non-volatile stor-
age medium; and

transferring execution control to the EPBA on the host.

11. Anon-volatile computer readable storage medium
comprising:

a user area enabled to store and retrieve data in a logical

block address space of a host; and

a non-user area storing a failure-specific recovery routine,

wherein, when the non-volatile computer readable stor-
age medium is operationally coupled to the host by a
controller, upon successful completion of a controller
boot process of the controller, host commands to read
data from and to write data to the non-volatile computer
readable storage medium are responded to by the con-
troller using the user area of the non-volatile computer
readable storage medium, and upon detection of a pre-
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defined failure of the controller boot process, a host read
request for a master boot record is responded to by the
controller by providing a virtual view comprising an
image of a similar or smaller non-volatile computer
readable storage medium in order to ensure communi-
cation with the host is established and returning at least
a portion of the failure-specific recovery routine stored
in the non-user area of the non-volatile computer read-
able storage medium, enabling the host to perform a
recovery process on the non-volatile computer readable
storage medium.

12. The non-volatile computer readable storage medium
according to claim 11, wherein the failure-specific recovery
routine performs at least one of directing a user in performing
a recovery operation on the non-volatile computer readable
storage medium using one or more resources of the host and
informing the user of options if data recovery on the non-
volatile computer readable storage medium is not successful.

13. The non-volatile computer readable storage medium
according to claim 11, wherein the non-volatile computer
readable storage medium is part of a solid-state disk/drive
(SSD).

14. The non-volatile computer readable storage medium
according to claim 11, wherein the non-volatile computer
readable storage medium comprises one or more flash
memory die.

15. The non-volatile computer readable storage medium
according to claim 14, wherein the non-volatile computer
readable storage medium further comprises a portion of read
only memory (ROM) embodying a data structure containing
the failure-specific recovery routine.

16. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein:

the failure-specific recovery routine utilizes basic input/

output system (BIOS) level services of the host to load
and execute recovery code that enables the host to per-
form the recovery process.

17. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the fail-
ure-specific recovery routine enables the host to recover a
flash translation layer (FTL) for the apparatus.

18. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the fail-
ure-specific recovery routine enables the host to rebuild a
logical to physical address map of the apparatus using self-
journaling data written with user data in the user area.

19. The method according to claim 8, wherein the failure-
specific recovery routine recovers a flash translation layer of
the SSD.

20. The non-volatile computer readable storage medium
according to claim 11, wherein the non-user area is only
accessible by the controller.
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